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Challenges on Equestrian Trails
A challenge event consists of a marked trail ride with obstacles stationed on the route.  Judges evaluate skill of the 

horse and rider to maneuver each obstacle. 
Texas Trail Challenge Club held a challenge event at SASP assisted by Friend’s members.  
•	 Cindy Middleton, with help from Ilene Cooper, planned a nine-mile route.  
•	 John Talley mowed the trails which made them easy to see.
•	 Linda Ashton and Sharon Olson assisted setting up obstacles and drove the judges to the 

stations. 
Lisa Freeman, Ilene Cooper and Cindy Middleton also participated as competitors. 
After the event, two senior judges gave a learning moment to some young girls about safety 

around horses that would go towards their horsemanship badge.  
Ride participants also had a learning experience when a horse panicked going up a deep banked trail and flipped 

over backward. The saddle dug into the trail and prevented the horse from getting back on his feet.  The rider came off 
safely, stayed calm, evaluated the situation, and used her knife to cut the cinch billet, which allowed the horse to slide 
out of the saddle and safely regain its footing.  Lesson: carry a sharp knife on your person.  You never know when you 
might need it!

view Between theview Between the

EARS!EARS!
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Sally Scott donated funds for oak trees 
that were planted at the  cabins and the 
playground.  

THANK YOU, SALLY

Not Forgotten
John Jordan

Twenty-Five-year Volunteer
Trees will be planted in his honor

LIONS 
SERVE

The San Angelo Downtown Lions 
Club in November put a final touch 
on two structures at SASP. Led by 
Lion Keith Perrine, the crew protect-
ed the wood, first cleaning with wa-
ter and bleach, then spraying a stain 
approved by park Superintendent 
Jarrett Miller. The structures were 
the stage at the northside pavilion 
and a shelter at the Wildlife Viewing 
Center. FoSASP provided the funds 
for the supplies. Sprayers were do-
nated by Bes-Tex Supply. 

Laurel Scott, FoSASP board mem-
ber, arranged a thank-you picnic for 
the Lions.

BRAGGING 
RIGHTS

SASP made the TOP TEN out of the 83 state parks that 
participated in First Day Events. It was the only one in 
Region 1 in Top Fifteen, outnumbering much larger 
parks, like Garner and Inks Lake.”

“Pretty exciting!” remarked Tara Fattouh, Interpreter 
Ranger.  “We had 275 participants and 22 dogs partici-
pating in hiking, biking, horse riding. Nine hundred 
miles were covered.

Volunteers assisting were  Laurel Scott and John 
Talley.

The event is encouraged by Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Deparment on January l each year.
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Donnia 
Robles

We would like to welcome 
back our newest team mem-
ber to San Angelo State Park 
Donnia Seely Robles.
Donnia Robles is the new 

Customer Service Repre-
sentative at the South Shore 
Gatehouse. She looks for-
ward to meeting and getting 
to know all the SASP regu-

lars and assisting the first time visitors. Donnia was raised in 
a family who was passionate about conserving our natural re-
sources as her grandfather was instrumental in supervising the 
fish hatchery with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
here in San Angelo for 32 years.
Before coming to the SASP, Donnia worked as Commander’s 

Support Staff at the 312th Squadron at Goodfellow Air Force 
Base.  Donnia also was a sign language interpreter with Small 
Schools Cooperative for over 15 years before retiring due to 
kidney failure. However, thankfully she received a kidney 
transplant from her very good friend, Joyce. Donnia was very 
sad to retire from working with her students but is extremely 
proud that most of them keep in touch with her to keep her up 
to date of their accomplishments.
Donnia has been married to her husband, Juan, for 22 amaz-

ing years. She has a daughter, Brianna, who is married to Se-
bastian and their sons, her grandsons who are the lights of her 
life, Sebastian and Lucian!

Above Northern Cardinal
Below Northern Mockingbird

Photos by: Jana Jenkins

SAN ANGELO STATE PARK STAFF DIRECTORY

PARK HEADQUARTERS STAFF:
Jarrett Miller                                   
Park Superintendent
325.949.4757 / #5 #1
Butch Street 
Asst. Park Superintendent  
325.949.4757 / #5 #2
Vacant
Lead Ranger 
325.949.4757 / #5#6
Rolando Chavez
Park Police Officer
325.949.4757 / #5#5 
Tara Fattouh
Park Interpreter
325.949.4757 / #5  #7 
Mike Sharpsteen – Maint. Specialist III
Vacant – Maint. Specialist III
Vacant – Maint. Specialist I
Christian Martin – Maint. Specialist I
Vacant - Custodian

SOUTH SHORE GATEHOUSE STAFF:
Cheree Watts
Office Manager 
325.949.4757 / #5 #4
Kari Carreon                      
Asst. Office Manager                  
325.949.4757 / #5#4 
Amanda Schraeder – Cust. Service Rep.
Donnia Robles – Cust. Service Rep.
South Shore GH – 325.949.4757 / #2
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In 2022 with your membership dues and contributions we were able to:
Feed birds and wildlife almost every day • Stock the fish pond

Supply corn for the deer hunters • Support Holly Days in the Park
Hold Silver Bluebonnet Day picnic for senior citizens

Purchase solar lights for a restroom
Finance emergency aid training for the staff • Publish quarterly newsletter

Treat members and staff with a free fish fry dinner
Pay for hay for the bison when it didn’t rain.

THANK YOU
 With your continued support we anticipate an even bigger, better  2023.

FRIENDS OF SASP

Roger and Annamargaret Anderson
Linda Ashton

Pat Bales
Carrie Beasley

Ray & Judy Benton
Lea Beyerlein 

Robert Bluthardt
Terri Bomberger

Gary Bowers
Arelle Brininstool
Wanda Brothers

Cary Brown & Sue Wetzel
Joan & FG Brown

David Busker 
Theresa Cain

Caroline & Bob Carpenter
Jerry and Christi Chambers 

Ilene Cooper
Charlie and Marsha Crabtree

Jim Crawford
Christopher Daniels

Laurie Dicello
Laurie Jean Dickmeyer

Martha Dolliver
Mary Ellen Douthit

Esther Douthit
Dorothy Douthit & Lisa Truesdell

Rebecca Duncan
Shane Dunlap
Lisa Freeman

Dennis & Glenna Friedrich
Jody Gentry / Media Jaw

Mary Golder
Frank Gully

Dennis & Holly Hall
Laurie & Mike Hampton

Jackie & Judy Hight
Patricia Hines
Sarah Howell
Jana Jenkins
MS Jernigan

Liz Jones
Ruth Jordan

Sheryl Kanaga
Jake Landers - H

Kathy & Russ Libby 
Patrick Malloy

Dean and Lisa McInturff
Larry McMurtrey

Travis & Irene Meitzen 
Gail Metcalf 

Jerry & Cindy Middleton 
Deola Mitts 

Bette Mulley
Ed & Cat Nelson

Steve Nelson
Rick & Velma Ogan

Sharon Olson
Dee Osteen

Pete & Sandy Pedersen

CV & Marquarite Pickett
Jason Pierce
Kay Pierce

Jackie & Kenneth Prescott
Amanda Ranzani

Jeanette Kay Reviere
Brownie Roberts
Marilyn Russell

San Angelo Garden Club
Laurel Scott
Sally Scott

Saundra Seifert
Terry Shaner

Debra & Robert Shannon
John Talley

Thomas Taylor
Rick & Shae Temple

Lisa Tumlinson
Bertha Darlyne Vieter

Terry Wallace
Polly Waterhouse

David & Deborah Watson
Joe & Linda Weaver

Linda White
Jerry Wilkins

Robbie Wilson
Martha Yarbro
Rebecca Young

FRIENDS OF
SAN ANGELO STATE PARK
Membership Application

Name____________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________________

Telephone________________________________________________________

Email____________________________________________________________

Mail to:  Friends of SASP
3900-2 Mercedes • San Angelo, TX 76901

______	 Regular Member ($25)

______	 Senior Member ($20)

______	 Organization ($35)

______	 Business Bronze ($50)

______	 Business Silver ($100)

______	 Family ($40)

______	 Senior Family ($30)

______	 Student & Military ($15)

Additional Donation $_____________
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TEXAS STATE PARKS
100-YEAR CELEBRATION

AT SAN ANGELO STATE PARK
March 18, 2023

10:00am – 2:00pm
Entrance fees waived

Activities are continuous unless otherwise noted

Self-guided Tour of the 
South Side of the Park	 Handouts available

Archery 	 All equipment provided

Wildlife Viewing - 
Bird watching	 Wildlife Viewing Blind

Nature Hikes	 Roughly 1 mile
	 10:00 m, 11:30 am & 1:00 m

Canoeing	 All equipment provided
	 Bring your own life jacket if you have one

 Water, Skins & Skulls Display	 Chaparral Pavilion Area

Longhorn / Bison Viewing 
and information	 Pasture Fence

Fishing with a Ranger	 Javelina Pond
	 Limited number of rods, reels & tackle provided 
	 or bring your own

Permian Tracks Tour	 Gate 8-3 on Hwy 2288
	 Leaves at 10:00 am, 11:30 am & 1:00 pm
	 ¾ mile round-trip hike

Intro to mountain biking	 Burkett Trailhead
	 10:00 are, 11:30 am & 1:00pm
	 Bring your own bike and helmet

Nature Hike	 Bell’s Trailhead
 	 10:00 am, 11:30 am & 1:00 pm

Macey’s Grave Horseback Ride	 Area 6 gate on Hwy 2288
 	 10:00am Bring your own horse

ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION DEPENDANT UPON WEATHER/CONDITIONS

FRIENDS OF SAN ANGELO STATE PARK
3900-2 MERCEDES
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS 76901
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